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CELEBRATION 
PAST — PRESENT — FUTURE 

One hundred fifty years ago 
our history here began 
when a Presbyterian congregation 
was formed in this raw land. 

The need to honor and worship God 
began in the most humble way. 
Though our building is more impressive now, 
we seek that humbleness every day. 

Comanche raids were a real threat, 
and the Civil War loomed near. 
But, through it all we did not fall 
because we believe God lives here. 

We’ve survived many wars through the years, 
recessions, depressions, but good times, too. 
The root that holds us to this Texas soil 
is the love of God -- strong and true. 

Today, let us celebrate this milestone, 
saluting those who had a part, 
as we look to our leadership for tomorrow, 
and to God who still owns our heart. 

We honor the past and look to the future, 
but the present is a Present from God above. 
We must use each day in the very best way 
as we enjoy God’s blessing of love. 

- written by Sherrod L. Fielden - 
- Poet Laureate of Bosque County, Texas - 

 

 

Sherrod and his wife, Sue, have been members of First Presbyterian, Clifton, Texas, since December 2005 



The History of 
First Presbyterian Church 

Clifton, Texas 
January 20, 1861 - January 20, 2011 

Written by Bryan Davis 

The history of the First Presbyterian Church of Clifton is a story of its inspired and 
dedicated members, its visionary leaders and pastors, the buildings and locations where 
they worshipped, and the many ways in which this historic congregation has served God 
and their community for 150 years. 

In 1860, a small group of Presbyterian pioneers living in the new village of “Old Town 
Clifton” felt compelled to establish their own congregation and a formal place of worship.  
The formation of the Presbyterian Church the following year was the beginning of what 
remains today as the oldest continuous church congregation in Bosque County. But 
Presbyterians were far from being newcomers in the United States, or even in Texas. 

PRESBYTERIAN BACKGROUND 

Presbyterians trace their roots to the sixteenth century and the Protestant Reformation. 
Presbyterian heritage, and much of what we believe, began with the French theologian 
John Calvin, whose writings cemented the Reformed thinking that came before him. John 
Knox, a Scotsman who studied with Calvin in Switzerland, brought Calvin’s teachings 
back to his homeland, where the Presbyterian Church as we know it, traces most of its 
ancestry. 

Early Presbyterians in America came primarily from Scotland, England and Ireland. The 
first Presbytery was organized in Philadelphia in 1706, and the first General Assembly was 
held there in 1789.  The Assembly was convened by the Rev. John Witherspoon, the only 
minister to sign the Declaration of Independence, a Presbyterian and a great-great-great-
great grandfather of Oscar-winning actress Reese Witherspoon. 

In the 1800s, the church continued to grow and expand westward with the nation. 
Presbyterians helped to shape voluntary societies which encouraged education, 
missionary, evangelical and reforming works not only at home, but abroad. Divisions in 
the church were frequent, and when the country could not reconcile the issue of slavery 
and a United Union, the Southern Presbyterians split from the Presbyterian Church USA 
to form the Presbyterian Church of the Confederate States in 1861, the same year the 
Clifton church was organized. 

The Presbyterian Church in Texas traces its roots to Scottish and British Presbyterians 
who first came to Texas in the 1820s. The Cumberland Presbyterians arrived in 1829 and 
a church was organized in 1833. The first Presbytery in Texas was organized in 1837. In 
1840 Presbyterian Richard Overton Watkins became the first ordained Protestant 



minister on Texas soil. Based in Nacogdoches, Watkins rode a circuit throughout East 
Texas. The Cumberland Synod, organized in 1843 in Nacogdoches, pursued a vigorous 
evangelical policy which spread a network of congregations throughout Texas by century’s 
end. The Presbyterian Church of the United States (PCUSA) began their works in Texas 
in 1834. In 1840 they organized the Brazos Presbytery at Independence, then called 
Washington-on-the-Brazos, during the years of the Texas Republic. 

CLIFTON ORIGINS 

“Old Town Clifton” was founded in 1852 and was located on both the east and west 
banks of the Bosque River about a mile north of the Bosque River Whipple Truss Bridge 
of present-day Clifton. This area on the east of the river was at the confluence of Clear 
Branch and the Bosque River near today’s Highway 1991, known by old-timers as the 
“Old Meridian Highway.” 

Bosque County formally organized two years later in 1854. Clifton and Bosque County 
are well known for being the largest Norwegian settlement west of the Mississippi River or 
“The Norwegian Capitol of Texas.” The Norwegian settlement began here in 1853 led by 
Cleng Peerson, “The Father of Norwegian Immigration to America,” who died at Norse 
in 1867. And while many current Presbyterians locally are descended from the early 
Norwegian and German immigrants who settled in Bosque County, they were not 
involved in the Presbyterian Church formation.  Instead it was a handful of pioneer 
Scottish, Irish, and English immigrants who, in the fall of 1860, petitioned the Presbytery 
of Central Texas to organize a church at Clifton for those desiring a Presbyterian church 
in Bosque County. The Rev. Levi Tenney would answer that call. 

FOUNDING PASTOR REV. LEVI TENNEY 

Prior to research for the church sesquicentennial, very little was known about the 
founding pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Clifton, including his given name. 
However, due to the enormous amount of information now available online, the church 
knows much more about its first pastor. Rev. Levi Tenney was a New England native 
ordained in Texas in 1854 and a pioneer for more than a half century in Presbyterian 
missionary works. He founded many churches in Central Texas besides the Clifton 
congregation. 

Rev. Tenney was born in Plainfield Township, Otsego County, New York, on Dec. 12, 
1823, the son of Levi and Mary (Kingsbury) Tenney. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
1846 and a master’s degree in 1849 from Hamilton College in New York. Hamilton 
College, located in Clinton, is the third oldest college in New York, established in 1793 
and named for Alexander Hamilton. Levi Tenney married Gertrude Everett in Brooklyn, 
New York, in December 1849. The newlyweds moved to Brazoria County, Texas, where 
Mrs. Tenney died ten months later giving birth to their only child, Edward Griswold 
Tenney. Six decades later, this son would play a role in the 50th anniversary of the Clifton 
Presbyterian Church. 



Rev. Tenney married Ellen Douglass Green Sherman in 1856. The second Mrs. Tenney 
gave birth to Rev. Tenney’s second son, George Bartlett Tenney, who died in 1868 at age 
11. Ellen Tenney died in 1878. In 1883, at age 60, Rev. Tenney married a third and last 
time, Mrs. Frances Louise (McAdory) Black (1847-1916) in Cameron, Texas. Mrs. Tenney 
was 24 years younger than Rev. Tenney, and gave birth to his last child, a daughter, Mary 
Castle, in 1888. Rev. Tenney died in Brownwood, Texas on May 16, 1907, at the age of 
83. His widow, Frances Tenney, survived her husband by nine years. The two are buried 
at Greenleaf Cemetery in Brownwood. 

In Texas, Rev. Tenney began his long career as a Presbyterian minister, being ordained in 
1854 at the Presbytery of the Brazos. In the Presbytery of Central Texas, there were 
typically seven to ten pastors to serve the growing community of congregations for several 
decades in the early years of the frontier. As was typical of the time, churches were 
organized and circuit preachers, such as Rev. Tenney, would pastor or serve as pulpit 
supply. Preachers would typically pastor one Sunday a month at one congregation before 
moving along on horseback to another church the next week, then another the third 
week, and so on. This was the life of Rev. Tenney after the Central Texas Presbytery was 
formed in April 1854, the same year Bosque County was being organized. 

In 1856, Rev. Tenney was elected Stated Clerk of the Central Texas Presbytery at a salary 
of $20 a year. Salary was increased to $40 a year in 1887. From 1855-59, Rev. Tenney 
shared duties between the Carolina Church and Marlin and Belton Presbyterians. He 
preached monthly in Belton four years before organizing First Presbyterian Church there 
in October 1860 with eight charter members. First Presbyterian Belton observed their 
150th anniversary in October 2010. 

Rev. Tenney lived at Salado during the 1850s and 60s, and interestingly, his home is 
thought to be the oldest dwelling in Salado Village, built in the 1850s. The limestone 
structure, built by slaves, is today the “Levi Tenney House,” a popular bed and breakfast. 
Suites in the house, such as Kingsbury Room and Everett Room, are named for Rev. 
Tenney’s mother and first wife’s maiden names. The home was also known a “Parson’s 
House” and is listed on the National Registry of Historic Places. While living in Salado, 
Rev. Tenney served first as principal for the Primary School at Salado College, and then as 
the college’s first president. Salado College was in existence for 25 years from 1860-1885.  
Salado College’s most famous student was Miriam A. (Ma) Ferguson, who served as the 
first female governor of Texas for two terms in the 1920s and 30s. Interestingly, “Ma” 
Ferguson and her husband, Gov. Jim “Pa” Ferguson, had a farm between Clifton and 
Meridian on Highway 1991 (today’s Radde Christmas tree farm) not far from where Rev. 
Tenney established the Clifton church. 

Rev. Tenney was Stated Clerk of the Waco area Presbytery and was appointed to organize 
the church on January 20, 1861. Rev. Tenney was 38 years old at the time the Clifton 
congregation was organized. Rev. Tenney was a man dedicated to God and church, having 
spent the majority of his life helping to establish new Presbyterian congregations 
throughout Central Texas, including today’s First Presbyterian Church of Clifton. 



Rev. Tenney would continue his preaching and missionary work for 45 years after the 
organization of the Clifton congregation in 1861. He wrote a history of the Central Texas 
Presbytery from its origins in 1854 in 1895. He also served as editor “The Texas 
Presbyterian” newspaper for five years. 

EARLY YEARS OF THE CHURCH 

The congregation was organized as The North Bosque Presbyterian Church, two miles 
northeast of the present town of Clifton, at the confluence of Clear Branch and the 
Bosque River.  Norwegian immigrants would not formally organize a Lutheran 
congregation for another eight years…Our Saviors Lutheran Church at Norse, in 1869. 
The German settlement, north of Clifton and known for the Womack Community and 
Zion United Church of Christ, would not begin church services for another 15 years. 

Rev. Tenney’s recollections of the church formation, published 
in his 1895 memoir, “The History of the Presbytery of Central 
Texas,” noted five families and 12 charter members in the 
original Presbyterian congregation of Bosque County. Those five 
charter families included: Archibald, Armstrong, Anderson, 
McFarland and McMurray. John McFarland and Thomas W. 
Archibald (1816-1892) were elected charter ruling elders; both 
men having long and storied histories in the Presbyterian faith in 
Texas. 

McFarland represented the first church at Washington-on-the-
Brazos at its organization in 1840, and was also a founder of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Waco in 1855. Archibald 
represented the historic Oak Island church, located on the 
Medina River south of San Antonio, where he served as the first elder at its organization 
in 1847 and represented that congregation at the first meeting of the Synod of Texas. 
McFarland died in 1863, shortly after the formation of the Clifton church, while 
Archibald served as sole elder for the Bosque congregation until 1884, when R.L. Scott 
and W.T. Archibald (son of Thomas) were elected elders. Thomas Archibald died in 
1892. Other early members of the church included (wives and children were not noted at 
the time) W.S. Goulby, T.W. Ballinger, and R.L. Scott. The Anderson and Archibald 
family descendants still own property surrounding Old Town Clifton and the original 
church location near the Bosque River. 

Exactly where the Presbyterians first worshipped is speculation, but more than likely it was 
in “Clifton Academy,” the first school in the community built a year before the 
Presbyterians were organized in 1860. It was a small log structure located on Clear Branch 
east of the Bosque River. Several early accounts of the church formation note its 
organization “in a school house.” Rev. Andrew Byers, in his 1936 history of the church, 
wrote, “The church was organized in a little school house situated above and near the 
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confluence of Clear Branch and the Bosque 
River.” This would have to be the small 
school built of timber. 

This first log school was replaced in 1870 by 
a three-story limestone structure, known as 
the Old Rock School, also located on the 
east side of the river not far from today’s 
Highway 1991. The first two floors of the 
school were classrooms, while the third floor 
served as the Masonic Lodge. Church 
services were probably held on the first 
floor. The school property, according to 
Archibald family history, was donated by 
charter members Archibald and his wife, 
Katherine (Anderson) Archibald (1825-
1909). This building served as the Clifton 
school for 23 years until 1893 when a new 
wooden school was erected at the site of the 
current Clifton Elementary School. 

The Old Rock School was the site where most denominations worshipped in “Old 
Clifton” prior to moving west of the Bosque River. It was to this site of the Old Rock 
School that Sam Oswald took Rev. Terri Matthews and Bryan Davis in 1998. While the 
structure was long gone (Oswald said both the log school and Rock School washed away 
in floods on the Bosque) he remembered the location and said several rocks still remained 
at the site when he was a boy. 

During the early years of the church, preaching services were held irregularly by supplied 
ministers from the Central Texas Presbytery in Waco. Other early churches in the area, 
including the Baptists, also worshiped in the Old Rock School. The school building was 
used through 1893, and probably destroyed by a flood on the Bosque. In 1871, when the 
Unity Church at Turnersville was organized by Rev. Tenney, it was a much larger church 
than the Clifton congregation and pastors from Turnersville often served as supply 
ministers for the Clifton church. 

By some accounts, prior to the move to the corner of Ave G and Ninth Street, the church 
was located on the west side of the Bosque River at least twice.  Sam Oswald, a great-
grandson of founder Archibald, told Rev. Matthews and Bryan Davis in their 1998 
interview that his grandfather said the church was located between the historic Clifton 
Whipple Truss Bridge (built in 1884) and the old limestone Clifton Mill (built in 1868). 
Oswald recalled the Presbyterians having church near the current “Little Alamo” building 
just off Highway 219 on the present Clifton Fair Grounds. This site may have been the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, which would later deed its disbanded church building 
to the First Presbyterian congregation in 1904. While Sam Oswald is now deceased, 
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Anderson/Archibald descendents still living in the area include Anelle Oswald Wells, and 
her son, Sam Wells, who still own much of this original property. 

Many of the charter members of the church were buried at what is now known as Oswald 
Cemetery (in early days called Clifton Graveyard or Archibald 
Cemetery), located about three miles northeast of Clifton just off 
Airport Road and east of “Old Town Clifton.” This land was 
originally owned by Archibald and Captain Allen Anderson 
about 1859. Anderson was a charter member of the church who 
was killed in a Comanche Indian raid shortly after the church 
organization. The Comanche were still very much a presence 
during the early years of the church and during the years of the 
Civil War, when troops normally stationed in the area to protect 
the settlers were moved to the Confederate warfront. 

In addition to Capt. Anderson being killed, Norwegian teen Ole 
Nystel was captured by the Comanche near Norse in 1867 and 
held captive for three months before being ransomed in Kansas 
Territory. Nystel lived to write a book about his abduction and founded the oldest 
Seventh Day Adventist Church in Texas near his home in the Norse community west of 
Clifton. 

The Oswald Cemetery not only included the grave of Anderson (his body was later 
reinterred in an Austin Cemetery) and other early church founders, but Indians who died 
of smallpox, gypsies who died while traveling through the area, and early black pioneers, 
including 54 unmarked graves, most of which had wooden markers now long gone. The 
first grave in Oswald Cemetery is that of young man from Indiana who was dragged to 
death by his horse. 

In the early days of the church, pulpit supply came from the several pastors supplied by 
the Central Texas Presbytery and were held irregularly about once a month and often 
included other denominations. Leading the Presbyterians, after charter pastor Leonard 
Tenney in 1861, was Rev. M. Dickson. Rev. Tenney preached again from 1862 to 63, with 
supplies afterwards. Supplies included Neill McDonald, 1874; Rev. Tenney again from 
1876-78; A.S. Doak from 1878-81. Rev. Thomas McCutchon, who pastored the church 
from 1883-86, was born in Scotland in 1840. He died of consumption at age 45 while 
pastor of the Clifton church in February 1886. Rev J. Woodruff served the church in 
1887; Junius French, J.M. Cochran, H.V. Hull, M.C. Taylor; and in 1895, Rev. R.M. 
Loughridge was preaching with 27 enrolled members but only two active members. 

THE CHURCH COMES OF AGE 

In 1880, the Santa Fe Railway depot was constructed west of the Bosque River and in 
1881 the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe Railroad was completed through Clifton. This 
progress would lead to the demise of the original town site of Clifton east of the Bosque 
River. That same year, the first business would locate west of the river closer to the 
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railroad, and the following year, in 1882, a mass migration of merchants began to the 
“new town” built around the railroad tracks. In 1885, the First Baptist Church built the 
first church in “New Clifton,” and Presbyterians worshipped here as well until it burned. 

In 1889, Schow Brothers opened their mercantile business west of the Sante Fe railroad 
tracks. The new school built west of the tracks in 1893 to replace the Old Rock School 
would have among its first two teachers Oscar J. Rea, a lifelong Presbyterian. In 1895, 
Clifton had its first bank, established by J.T. Addickes and J.W. Butler, who served as 
Clerk of the Presbyterian congregation and who would also found First Guaranty State 
Bank (today’s First Security State Bank) in Cranfills Gap in 1910. In 1896, Clifton 
Lutheran College was organized, and remained on “College Hill” until it was closed in 
1954.  The administration building of the college would become the nucleus of the 
Bosque Conservatory, founded in 1981. 

In 1894, the church had 27 members. In 1900, the church name changed to Clifton 
Presbyterian Church and the congregation had only six members. In 1901, with the 
congregation now 40 years old, another record by the Presbytery notes a rather grim 
report of “nine members and no Sabbath school, no societies of any kind, any church 
building or manse, any weekly prayer meetings and only irregular church services, which 
in itself is very discouraging.” 

In 1904, the church had a building of its own for the first time when the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in Clifton disbanded and donated its church building to the First 

The disbanded Cumberland Church is moved across the railroad tracks 
by horse and manpower on March 23, 1904. It was our first church. 



Presbyterian congregation. The church building was moved across the Sante Fe railroad 
tracks on March 23, 1904 by mules and manpower to its present location on Avenue G 
and Ninth Street. This event is noted in a dated photograph housed in the Bosque 
Museum in Clifton. 

By some accounts, the Church of Christ was the first congregation to locate west of the 
railroad tracks in present-day Clifton in 1898, at their current location next to today’s 
First Presbyterian Church. In fact, the Church of Christ sold part of their property 
(according to Church of Christ records) to the Presbyterians at their present location. 
This location may have involved prominent Clifton merchant, mayor, and Presbyterian 
Oscar J. Rea, who built his own stately home next to the current church property in 1898 
on 9th Street as a wedding gift to his bride. The “Rea House” would later play an 
important role in the history of First Presbyterian Clifton as “The Presbyterian Place.” 

(Please refer to separate history of the Rea House and family following this text.) 

In 1904, when the old Cumberland church was moved to our present location and 
church site, the church was incorporated under its present name, “First Presbyterian 
Church of Clifton, Texas,” the name which remains today. In 1903, the congregation 
noted the organization of the “Ladies Aid and Missionary Society,” a precursor to today’s 
Presbyterian Women. 

THE CHURCH GROWS 

The congregation met for the first time in their own building on March 27, 1904, just 
four days after moving the former Cumberland Church across the tracks to the current 
Presbyterian location. On this historic day the first Sunday school was also organized with 
“66 scholars, 11 officers and teachers.” Even with this move, plans were already underway 
to construct a newer and larger church. In 1906, things really began to happen for First 
Presbyterian Church of Clifton. A stately, new wooden house of worship was erected at 

The Presbyterian Church, built in 1906 at Avenue G. 
The house behind the church (left) was the manse. 



the current location, and the old donated church was moved to the west of the lot and 
converted into a seven-room manse for the new pastor’s family. First services were held in 
the “new” church on April 8, 1906, along with the first full-time pastor, the Rev. W.M. 
Lewis, who would serve through 1910. 

In 1911, the 50th anniversary of 
the church, Session records state 
“all debts paid and building 
dedicated.” A “Semi-Centennial 
Celebration” was observed for 
the church on Sunday, January 
22, 1911. Services at that time 
were held the first and third 
Sundays at the church at 11 am 
and Sunday school at 9:45 am. 
Prayer Meetings were held in 
1911 on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Session members in 1911 
included J.W. Butler, the 

banker, and Mrs. Butler, who served as President of the Ladies Aid Society. 

Participating in the 50th anniversary service, conducted by the Rev. James F. Hardie, was 
Elder Edward G. Tenney of Turnersville, son of Rev. Levi Tenney, who organized the 
church in 1861. Rev. Tenney had died four years earlier in Brownwood. Mrs. Jeanette 
(Anderson) Helm was recognized as the only surviving charter member of the original 
Presbyterian congregation. 

An interesting note of the day may be found in the written history of the church by 
longtime elder R.L. Scott. During the anniversary ceremony, Mr. Scott said in recognizing 
Mrs. Helm, “We have with us today one who could from personal knowledge give an 
account of the church from the very beginning. But being a woman and mindful of Paul’s 
instructions, ‘Let your women keep silent in the church,’ she will not speak, and so it 
evolves to me, the less informed, to do so.” 

Mrs. Helm, like many pioneers of the church, had a long but often tragic life. Her uncle 
was Allen Anderson, the founding member killed in a Comanche Indian raid. Her first 
husband died of measles while fighting for the Confederacy in the Civil War, and her 
second husband died when a well he was digging on their farm collapsed on him. Mrs. 
Helm lived until 1925, and is buried at Oswald Cemetery. 

On the national level, the Presbyterian Church approved the ordination of women elders 
in 1930, and the first female Presbyterian minister was ordained in 1956. On the local 
level, in the past 100 years since Mrs. Helm could not speak publically at the 50th 
anniversary service, the Clifton church has evolved to include two female called ministers 
in the 1990s, several female interims, and a nine-member Session which today includes six 



women, as well as other women who serve as leaders in every aspect of the church 
ministry and mission. 

The decade of 1910-20 was a growing time for the Presbyterian Church in Clifton. In 
March of 1906, The Christian Endeavor was organized by the First Presbyterian Church. 
This was the only youth church organization in Clifton in the early days of the 1900s, and 
it included youth (boys and girls) from every local denomination…Baptist, Methodist, 
Lutheran, and Presbyterian. Dozens of Clifton youngsters from these diverse 
denominations, gathered each Sunday afternoon to worship for fellowship, study, and 
games for some ten years. The group had its own football team and was known 
throughout the county for their athletic, as well as Christian, endeavors. 

Church member Ann Wiland has literally spent most of her life in the shadow of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Clifton. Both her parents grew up in the early years of the 20th 
century just behind the church on South Ave H, a few houses apart and only a few dozen 
yards from the church. While the Olsen and Swenson families were Lutheran, they had 
many friends and family members who attended First Presbyterian, including Esther’s 
uncle Oscar J. Rea, who lived next door to the church. Both Mr. and Mrs. Olsen, and 
Mrs. Olsen’s sister, Mamie, later in life wrote lovingly of their memories of the 
neighborhood, the Presbyterian Church and special events attended there, such as 
Christmas. 

During this period, Rev. E.S. Sansom not only saw the Clifton congregation through the 
trials and tribulations of the first world war, but the nationwide flu epidemic which 
claimed dozens of lives in Clifton in 1918, including members of the Presbyterian 
Church. Often, luncheons for families were held next door to the church at the Rea 
home following funeral services. In 1914, the church financially supported a foreign 
missionary, the Rev. Conway T. Wharton, who worked for the church from 1915-18. This 
was considered a great undertaking of the church at the time. In the 1920s, women of the 
church could not yet vote or hold any form of church leadership, but supported the 
congregation by picking cotton to help pay the pastor’s salary. 

In January 1936, during the hard times of The Great 
Depression, the congregation observed its 75th anniversary 
with a three-day celebration at the church in our present 
location. This milestone was officiated by the Rev. Andrew 
Byers. The occasion featured several former pastors of the 
church, elaborate decorations and dinners with all ages of the 
congregation represented, and included new music. It is 
recalled by some that during periods when there was a 
vacancy in the pulpit, the church manse was rented for 
income. The Ralph and Mattson families were two who lived 
in the manse during these times. The church held a 
celebration for its 88th anniversary on January 23, 1949, and 
dedication of the memorial organ and chimes in 1950. 



LEAPS OF FAITH 

In March 1961, the leaders of the church took a great leap of faith when they cleared the 
old church building built in 1906, and the manse (which served as the church’s first home 
in 1904) to begin construction on the current church building. The first church (and later 
manse) was moved to the west side of the railroad tracks and still exists, while the 1906 
church was torn down by Will Kruger and the lumber used to build the family home on 
South Ave Q. Construction on the new church lasted six months and was finished in 
September 1961 with the church having 100 members on its rolls. The building project 
was led by Bill Blewett, husband of Maebelle Blewett, who also served on the building 
committee. Current members at that time still in the church today include Maebelle 
Blewett, Jennie Gilliam, Paul and Sherrie Mangum, Lori Blewett Symank, and J.B. 
Darden. Several features of the old church were saved and incorporated into the new 
structure, including the chancel furniture and stained glass windows. 

For many years church children were led in Sunday school by Mrs. Phil (Jennie) Gilliam, 
who today is the oldest member of Clifton First Presbyterian Church. Many adults in 
Bosque County still recall her guidance as a teacher in the public schools and the 
Presbyterian Sunday school. Jennie also baked brisket and rolls for every church function 
and funeral for many decades. Her recipes are prized additions of the church’s first 

Inside First Presbyterian, Circa Early 1950s. 
From left, Rev. Tomkinson, Travis Bass, Valorie Shaw Goodall, Linda Jackson, Lois Beavers 



cookbook, “Onward Kitchen Soldiers,” published in 2008. Jennie’s annual Christmas 
party for the church women was held at her home for decades, and remains a fond 
memory for those who couldn’t imagine Christmas without Jennie’s hospitality. Jennie 
prepared dinner and made homemade gifts and baked goods for the gift exchange which 
followed. While no longer able to attend church services regularly, Mrs. Gilliam remains 
an active member of the church congregation who still lives alone on her beloved farm 
near Norse. She will observe her 101st birthday in February 2011. 

Jennie’s late sister-in-law, Mrs. Happy (Nell) Jenson, also taught many youngsters in the 
Clifton school system. Nell (1916-2010) taught English, Spanish, music and played the 
church piano on occasion both before and after joining First Presbyterian Church in 
2000. Nell co-authored the definitive history of Bosque County and its pioneers in the 
1985 book, “Bosque County: Land and People.” 

In the same time period, Joan Speiler (1920-1997) led the formation of the Bosque 
Conservatory, now the Bosque Arts Center. Mrs. Spieler, a noted art critic and 
photographer, is considered the founder of the Bosque Art Center, established in 1981. 
Her funeral service was held in the Presbyterian Church in 1997. The Art Center, the 
Bosque Museum, and indeed all aspects of Clifton and Bosque County leadership have 
benefitted greatly from the civic-minded members and volunteer efforts of First 
Presbyterian Church for 150 years. 

Many have admired and wanted to know more about those depicted in the two stained 
glass windows which were a part of the 1906 church, and saved and included in the 1961 
“new” church in its fellowship hall. The two windows were also incorporated into the new 
Narthex during the church renovation of 2010. The first window to the right when 
entering the church is that of Mrs. Abbie Boyle Scott (1855-95) a charter member of the 
1861 congregation and 39-year-old wife of longtime church elder R.L. Scott (1848-1933). 
The other vintage stained glass window is a memorial to Willie F. Holverson (1885-1899), 
the 14-year-old daughter of John and Ann Holverson, who died of meningitis. Mrs. 
Holverson joined the Presbyterian Church in 1903 after the death of her daughter and 
after her 16-year-old son, Durie, joined the church. Durie Holverson would become an 
elder and deacon for many years before his death in 1982. The Holversons operated a 
mercantile/furniture/mortuary business located where today’s Clifton Record is housed. 

The stained glass window in the middle commemorating the establishment of the 
Presbyterian Church in 1861, was installed during the 2010 renovation, and depicts the 
1906 church. This window was made to match the two vintage windows and they were 
framed by Charles Thomason, son of elders Buck and Sidney Thomason. The new 
memorial window was given in memory of elder Clint Bergman by his widow, elder Mary 
Rea Bergman, both of whom have long ties to the local congregation. The window also 
honors Oscar John Rea (Mary Bergman’s uncle) and his wife, Hilma Bergman Rea (Clint 
Bergman’s aunt) and their contributions to the church. Oscar and Hilma Rea were the 
Presbyterian family who lived in the home adjacent to the church for almost a century 
and whose home would become “Presbyterian Place” in 1998. 



In addition to the stained glass windows, several pieces of chancel furniture have been 
saved and incorporated in changes to the church since the 1961 “new church” was built. 
That includes the altar, baptismal font and two pedestals given in honor of Mr. O.E. 
Schow, Sr. (1867-1959). The pedestals normally are situated on each side of the altar and 
display floral arrangements given each week in honor or memory of loved ones. O.E. 
Schow, Sr., was a prominent businessman for almost 70 years in Clifton. He was one-
third of Schow Brothers, the 
mercantile establishment 
downtown built to face the 
railroad tracks. The business, 
operated by brothers O.E., John 
E., and P.E. Schow, was once 
described as the busiest 
mercantile on the railroad 
between Fort Worth and 
Houston. O.E. and Selma Schow 
had ten children, all active 
members of First Presbyterian 
Church. Tragically, nine-year-old 
Eric Schow died when he fell 
from the grain elevator in 
Clifton in 1918. His funeral was 
held at First Presbyterian Church. 

Other pieces saved pieces donated  through the years and still in use in the church today 
include the pulpit, which was given in memory of Andrew and Annie Dahl by their son 
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Hendrick C. Dahl in 1956. Gold candleholders were 
given in honor of Thomas (Tom) Henry Ralph, Jr. (1940-68) by members of his Clifton 
graduating class following his death in Vietnam. His parents were longtime Presbyterians 
Friday and Frances Ralph.  Newer pieces of the chancel include the Bible stand made by 
Eldon Zimmerman (1915-2010), in his home workshop. A prayer bench was given in 

memory of Elmer O. Larson by Inga Bell and George Larson 
in 2000. 

Church Centennial Services and dedication for the new 
church were held in the church building on November 9, 
1961. At the Centennial Celebration, the Waco First 
Presbyterian Church Choir performed, and the sermon, 
“The Church’s Prospects,” was given by the Rev. Dr. James F. 
Hardie, former pastor of the church from 1910-16, who was 
81 at the time. Valorie Goodall and William Mooney were 
the first couple married in the “new” church on January 13, 
1962. Mrs. Mooney is the daughter of the late Dr. Van D. 
and Valorie Goodall, both leaders in the local congregation 

O.E and Selma Schow Family, 1940s 



for many years. Dr. Goodall was a co-founder of the Goodall-Witcher Hospital in Clifton. 
It is believed that Mrs. Goodall was the first female elder of the Clifton congregation. 
Mrs. Goodall taught Sunday School for more than 45 years. William Mooney is a well-
known actor of television and stage, whose credits include a 1980 Emmy nomination as 
best actor in daytime series. Valorie Goodall Mooney is an accomplished singer and 
educator in music circles across the nation. 

During the many anniversaries of the congregation for the past 150 years, several church 
hymns have been sung, but the two standards have been “There Are Loved Ones In the 
Glory” and “Blest Be the Ties That Bind.” Another popular anthem of the congregation 
in the past 20 years is “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” which closes every communion 
Sunday service. 

The church reached a membership peak in the 1950s and 
began to diminish in numbers in the early 1960s. In 1968, 
church leaders were compelled to enter a shared ministry 
program, or yoke ministry, with the Zion United Church of 
Christ at Womack, a historic German community several miles 
east of Clifton on Highway 219. The Womack church, while 
not as old as First Presbyterian Clifton, shared many common 
beliefs with the Presbyterian faith. The Rev. Frank H. Horak, 
Jr. (1926-1999) was called by both congregations in April 1969 
and served both church families for 25 years. Rev. Horak was a 
minister of standing in both the Presbyterian Church and the 
United Church of Christ. Rev. Horak was, by far, the longest-
serving pastor in the congregation’s history. 

RECENT YEARS 

Several familiar pulpit supplies in the past two decades have included the Rev. Dr. Stuart 
Pickell, who filled the pulpit as fulltime pastor in the summer of 1994. It was there that 
he met his future wife, Emily Key, daughter of longtime members Dr. Bill and Alma Key. 
The Rev. Cleon Flanagan, a retired Clifton Methodist minister, has filled the pulpit on 
dozens of occasions through the years. Rev. Harriet Wacker was also a familiar pulpit 
supply for some time. Also of note, father and son Scott and Cody Sandahl, members of 
the church for five years beginning in the late 90s, both attended seminary after moving 
from Clifton and are working Presbyterian pastors as of 2011, Scott Sandahl in Austin 
and Cody Sandahl in Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Robyn Able made church history at First Presbyterian Clifton when she became the 
first female called pastor from 1994-96, replacing the 25-year shared ministry between 
First Presbyterian and the Womack congregation with Rev. Horak. Rev. Able followed 
several women of the church who also made progress on the local level as elders in church 
leadership which included Valerie Goodall, Maebelle Blewett, Teen Darden, Joyce Jones, 
Midge Hammock, and Chanda Robertson, to name a few. 

Rev. Frank Horak 



Rev. Able was followed by an active interim pastor, the retired Rev. Charles Harnest, 
whose leadership saw the church grow in numbers during his two years as interim from 
1996 to 1998. During the five-year pastorship of the Rev. Terri 
A. Matthews, from 1998 to 2003, the church grew considerably 
in membership and improvements to the church facility. In 
1998, the Rea House, next door to the church, was purchased by 
members Roland and Joyce Jones and donated for use as a 
Christian Education Center in honor of his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roland Jones, Sr. The choir and chancel area were enlarged 
to accommodate a growing interest in the church choir around 
2000, and new lighting and sound for the church sanctuary were 
also installed. Rev. Matthews left the church in 2003 to lead an 
Arlington congregation, and was followed by several interims 
and visiting pastors who led the church briefly, the longest being 
the Rev. Marney Wasserman, who served seven months through 
late 2003 to Rev. Schofield’s arrival in June 2004. 

In 2004, Rev. Clint Schofield, a Cameron native and second-career pastor, was called by 
First Presbyterian Church of Clifton to lead the congregation. Rev. Schofield had 
previously owned his own landscaping business, before attending seminary and working 
as a chaplain for Scott and White Hospital in Temple. During his years as pastor, the 
church has grown considerably in numbers, its physical enlargement of church building 
and grounds, and in its mission. Rev. Schofield still serves as pastor of the congregation in 
2011. 

(Please see separate story on Rev. Schofield’s call to the Clifton church at the end of this history.) 

In 2006, the old church bell rang once again after some 45 years of silence, when a new 
church tower was erected on the south lawn of the church property. The bell was 
originally housed in the bell tower of the first church built on the property in 1906. There 
it remained until that church was torn down in 1961 and the present church was built. 
The bell was saved and encased in a frame on the lawn of the church, before being 
removed in the 1970s. The bell then spent many years in storage at the farm of J.B. and 
Teen Darden (a lifelong member of the congregation) until an earnest effort by the 
Session to restore the bell to a place of honor was begun in 2002. Dedication ceremonies 
for the new bell tower were held in December 2006 and a simple plaque on the tower 
base reads, “First Presbyterian Church Bell Tower, In Memory of Loved Ones, 2006.” 

(A separate account of the church bell follows this history.) 

In 2009, the congregation took a leap of faith by approving a half million dollar 
renovation and expansion of the church, which was completed in late spring of 2010. 
During the several months of construction, church services were held primarily at the 
Clifton Civic Center and Bosque Museum. But few will forget Christmas Eve service in 
2009, when Clifton had a rare snow while church was being held downtown at White 
Horse Station. The expansion almost doubled the size of the sanctuary, and included a 
new kitchen, fellowship hall, library, nursery, church secretary and pastor’s office, 

Rev. Terri Matthews 



bathrooms and choir room. A dedication for the new addition was held on June 6, 2010, 
officiated by Rev. Schofield, Rev. Scott Sandahl, and Rev. Dr. Thomas Allen. A separate 
account of the dedication follows this history. 

The church has a versatile chancel choir, which is a part of each worship service and many 
special occasions throughout the year, including the popular Christmas cantatas. The 
congregation for five years has held an annual Valentine’s Banquet; called “Moments to 
Remember.” The banquet serves as a fundraiser for the youth program and features the 
many music, comedy, and drama talents of the congregation. Presbyterian Women, a 
group first organized in 1903 with several name changes through the past 108 years, 
remains an active presence in the church, doing many good deeds to benefit the church 
and community. Other activities include the annual Christmas food drive, and the Angel 
Tree Program, in which the church is actively involved in providing food and gifts for the 
needy of the community during the Christmas season. 

As the church observes its Sesquicentennial in 2011, the church is led by a nine-member 
governing board, or Session, with each elder serving three years with three members 
rotating off each January. Current church elders include George Larson, Punky 
Penberthy, Bryan Davis, Paul Mangum, Lanelle Taylor, Sidney Thomason, Jenny Walker, 
Linda Bracken and Joy Williamson. Seven committees, each headed by a church elder(s) 
and composed of members of the congregation, carry out the works of the church. Those 
committees include: Stewardship and Finance, Worship and Music, Administration and 

Interior of sanctuary after 2009-10 renovation/expansion 



Personnel, Building and Grounds, Christian Education, Congregational Care and 
Fellowship, and Mission and Evangelism. The governing body of the church includes a 
Clerk of Session, presently held by Bryan Davis, while Shayne Embry serves as church 
treasurer. Ann Forbis has served as church organist since 1994, while Joy Williamson 
leads the church choir. Jean Lewis continues to serve as church secretary, a position she 
has held since 2003. 

GIVING THANKS AND LOOKING FORWARD 

As the congregation marks its 150th anniversary on January 23, 2011, today’s First 
Presbyterian Church or Clifton has some 120 members on its rolls, and remains the 
oldest continuous church congregation in Bosque County. It is a church steeped deep in 
history, faith, and a determination among its members, past and present, to survive and 
make better for future generations, sometimes at great hardship and against all odds. 

Clifton First Presbyterian Church has much for which to be thankful as we mark this 
special milestone in our church history. We remember the dedication and sacrifice of 
those faithful “loved ones in the glory,” who paved the way for who we are this day in our 
church history. Likewise, Clifton Presbyterians anticipate their future with the same faith, 
determination, and dedication to continue the Christian example and mission began by 
those early founders many years ago on the banks of the Bosque. 

“So we, your people and sheep of your pasture, 
Will give you thanks forever; 

We will show forth your praise to all generations.” 

Psalms 79:13 



Pastors of Clifton First Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Levi Tenney, 1861 

Rev. M. Dickson, 1861 

Rev. Levi Tenney, 1862-63 

Supply Ministers by 
Central Texas Presbytery 1863-1871 
(According to Rev. Tenney in 1895) 

Rev. Neill McDonald, 1871-74 

Rev. Levi Tenney, 1876-78 

Rev. A.S. Doak, 1878-81 

Rev. Thomas McHutchon, 1883-86 

Rev. J.W. Woodruff, 1887 

Rev. R.M. Loughridge, 1894-95 

Rev. Junius French, 1896 

Rev. J.M. Cochran, 1899 

Rev. H.V. Tull, 1900 

Rev. M.C. Taylor, 1901 

Rev. L.H. McInnis, 1901-05 

Rev. W.M. Lewis, 1906-10 
(first full-time pastor of church) 

Dr. J.L. Bell, interim 1910-11 

Rev. James F. Hardie, 1911-16 

Rev. Conway T. Wharton 
(Foreign Missionary Pastor, 1914-18) 

Rev. E.S. Sansom, 1917-19 

(Teen Darden supplied much of the 
following in 1998 from personal records) 

Rev. C.E. Newton, 1920-22 

Rev. Malcolm L. Purcell, 
supply 1923; pastor 1925-29 

Rev. J.L. Speers, supply and pastor 1924-25 

Rev. Ellis G. Moseley, 1929-30 

Rev. Andrew Byers, 1931-36 

Rev. Fred Hopkins 

Rev. A.M. Moore 

Rev. John H. Newton 

Rev. C.H. Smith (called in 1946) 

Rev. Edwin George Tomkinson (the 50s) 

Rev. Jim Elder, 1956-61 

Rev. George Herrscher, 1962-65 

Rev. John Ed Withers 1965-68 

Rev. Frank H. Horak, Jr., 1968-94 

Rev. Stuart Pickell, M.D., 
interim in the summer of 1994 

Rev. Harriet Wacker, interim 

Rev. Robyn Abel, 1994-96 

Rev. Charles Harnest, interim,1996-98 

Rev. Terri A. Matthews, 1998-2003 

Rev. Cleon Flanagan, 
retired Methodist minister 

regularly filled pulpit supply in 1990s 
through mid 2000s 

Rev. Marney Wasserman, interim 2003-04 

Rev. Clint Schofield, 2004-Present 



History of the Church Bell 
(Press Release written 2006) 

After almost a half century of silence, the bell will be ringing once again at Clifton’s First 
Presbyterian Church. A dedication ceremony is planned for Sunday, Dec. 10, at 10:15 
a.m. to commemorate the new church bell tower, which houses a hundred-year-old bell 
saved from obscurity by members of the congregation past and present. 

Clifton’s Presbyterian congregation, the oldest Bosque County church in continuous 
service, moved to its current location at 211 S Ave G (Highway 6) in 1906. There, the 
Presbyterians found their first permanent home since their organization in January 1861. 
A tall, ornate Victorian structure was erected with a bell tower as its focal point. That 
church stood for 55 years, until it was razed to make room for the present church building 
in 1961. Several pieces of chancel furniture, stained glass windows, and the bell were 
salvaged from the “old” church building. 

The bell was made by the C.S. Bell Co. of Hillsboro, Ohio, the largest manufacturer of 
church bells in North America at the time. During the peak of their business in the 
1880s, the company produced more than 20,000 bells a year for homes, schools and 
churches. The company is still in business, but no longer making bells, only furnaces. The 
church bell originally included a yoke, a clapper, two A-frame stands and a wheel for a 
rope to swing the bell. The Presbyterian bell measures 36-inches in diameter at the mouth 
and 48 by 48 inches at the framed base.  

The “new” church didn’t include plans for a bell tower, but several members missed the 
comforting clangs of the 
old bell. After the old 
church was torn down, the 
bell remained at the front 
of the church on a low 
wooden base before being 
removed entirely from the 
church property. Through 
the years, talk of erecting a 
new tower was discussed, 
and a bell tower fund 
remained a permanent 
fixture in the church 
budget, receiving an 
occasional memorial. 

The late “Teen” Hoff 
Darden, a lifetime member 
of First Presbyterian Clifton, was a fervent promoter of the bell tower. Memorials for her 
mother, Alma Jenson Hoff, were designated towards the bell tower when she died in 



1994. Darden served many years as a church elder, but never saw the bell tower project 
realized before her own death in 2004. However, she and her husband, J.B. Darden, kept 
the bell on their farm near Norse all these many years while Teen dreamed of its return 
atop the church one day. 

Last year, members of the church Session began to pursue the bell tower project again in 
earnest. Church elder Punky Penberthy convinced her husband, Wally, to chair the 
project, bringing his many years of business experience and craftsmanship to the effort. 

When work began on the project, there were no plans or designs, only a concept. There 
were even discussions as to where the tower should be located. While some thought next 
to the church itself, others thought across Ninth Street at the Sunday school complex 
members call Presbyterian Place. Penberthy spent considerable time performing internet 
research, investigating affordable designs which included simple, clean lines which 
wouldn’t compete with the church structure. The end result was an aggregate of several 
designs, featuring a 25-foot bricked, steel-reinforced tower on a 5.5-foot base, and 
constructed on the south lawn near main church entrance. 

The old bell was not without its problems. When the bell was removed the Darden farm, 
the base was cracked, requiring separation from its original base and frame, and was in 
otherwise sad shape. The bell was cleaned, painted, and repaired before being placed high 
atop its new home by construction crews. Apparently, the bell sounds no worse for wear.  

Interestingly, Penberthy said that while excavations for the two-foot thick slab were being 
done, a sewer line, electric line, and water line were all encountered by workers. 
Contractors for the project included Bosque Supply, Burk Welding, Gant Concrete, and 
Fred Lopez, brick mason. Minimal landscaping of holly and hawthorn complete the 
project, along with a new church sign and accent lighting for both signage and tower. The 
project was funded through donations and memorials. 

Dedication ceremonies are planned for Sunday, Dec. 10, at 10:15 a.m. on the church 
grounds. The event will be marked by prayer, scripture reading, and hymns led by Rev. 
Clint Schofield. And of course, there will be the first ringing of the bell. Church members 
are encouraged to attend and visitors are welcomed. Refreshments will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall prior to worship service. 

A simple plaque on order from a Fort Worth foundry will be installed on the tower base, 
reading: “First Presbyterian Church Bell Tower, In Memory of Loved Ones, 2006.” For 
others, the event will hold much deeper significance.  It will be the completion of a dream 
held close to the hearts of many. Though all didn’t live to see the project finished, it will 
be a meaningful link to the past for the 145-year-old congregation. 

Come Sunday, the church bell will ring once again at Clifton’s First Presbyterian Church; 
a time-honored symbol to mark the solemn rites of death as well as the happiness of 
baptism, marriage, and Sunday worship service. Still no more, the bell signals that familiar 
and comforting sound held dear through the ages; a voice happily singing after years of 
silence. 



History of the Rea House/Presbyterian Place 
(Press Release written 2010) 

Presbyterian Place has officially ended its 12 years of service as the First Presbyterian 
Church Christian Education Center. With the completion of the recent church 
expansion and building project, there is no further need by the church for the historic old 
home, known by old-timers locally as the Rea House. Sunday school for all ages is now 
being held in the church, and the Youth will soon begin meeting in the office building 
formerly used by the pastor, next to the Presbyterian Place. A garage sale held on Sept. 
18th helped to clear the building of its contents. The house is for sale to be moved, and 
the site will most likely become an expanded church parking lot at some future date. Due 
to the historic significance of the house, it is hoped it will be purchased to be moved, 
restored, and appreciated by its new owners. 

The Rea House has a long and 
rich association with both FPC 
and Clifton.  It was built by 
newlyweds Oscar J. Rea (1867-
1935) and Hilma (Bergman) Rea 
(1879-1968) in 1898. By some 
accounts, it is the third oldest 
house in Clifton. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rea, along with their children, 
were all members of FPC, 
located due north of the house 
since 1904. Oscar Rea was first a 
teacher and then a successful 
Clifton merchant. His business, 
Oscar J. Rea & Co., was located 
on the southeast corner of Ave D 
and 5th Street, in a limestone 
structure housing today’s Clifton 
Antique Mall and China Wok. 
Mr. Rea also served as Mayor of 
Clifton and on the School Board. 
He was an elder in the church for more than 30 years and served as Sunday school 
superintendent. 

Mrs. Rea was active in the women’s work of the church and was a charter member of the 
Clifton Civic Society. The Rea’s had nine children, four of whom died before the age of 
two. Interestingly, Mrs. Rea was the aunt of the late Clint Bergman, himself an elder at 
FPC Clifton; while Mr. Rea was the great-uncle of both Mrs. Clint (Mary) Bergman, and 
Ann Wiland, both current members of First Presbyterian. Both women recall many fond 
times spent at the Rea home as children and as adults. 

Oscar John Rae and Hilma Bergman Rea Family, about 1910 



The late Zeda Jameson, a longtime member of the church, had fond memories of the Rea 
House as well, at the time it was donated to the church in the late 1990s. At that time, 
several old, gnarled pear trees still stood in the yard of the home. Zeda remembered men 
making pear wine from the fruit many decades earlier and still had a bottle saved. She also 
enjoyed the memory of the two old hitching posts, still standing on the north side of the 
house, which was used by visitors to tie 
horses before the advent of 
automobiles. 

In addition to family, the house 
became a home to many relatives and 
friends, particularly those attending 
Clifton Lutheran College, now home 
to the Bosque Arts Center. At one 
time, the family made a list of those 
who had lived with the Rea family for 
at least a year, and it numbered more 
than 20. The house remained in the 
family until the death of daughter in 
the late 1980s. Daughter Bernie Rea, 
born in the house in 1904, was a gifted pianist who studied throughout the world and 
taught and headed the piano department at Hockaday School in Dallas for 25 years. She 
retired to the home of her birth in 1969 living with her sister, Lois, before her death in 
1976. The house had been in the Rea family for nearly 90 years before being sold to E.F. 
and Joann Abercrombie, who restored the home as “Blueberry House,” a gift and bridal 
shop. The house was sold in 1998 and was gifted to FPC Clifton by longtime members 
Roland and Joyce Jones, in memory of Roland’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Jones, Sr. 
Through the generosity of the Jones family, the Rea house was remodeled by members of 
the congregation and dedicated in 1998 as Presbyterian Place, the church Christian 
Education Center. 

For 12 years, Presbyterian Place has served the church well. And for 112 years, the house 
has not merely been in the shadow of First Presbyterian Church, it has played a 
memorable role in the history of the community and Presbyterian congregation, which 
will mark its 150th anniversary in January 2011. The Rea home  has been the site of many 
fond memories for members of our congregation, both past and present. And while the 
structure itself may soon be gone, the spirit of the house and those who lived and 
worshipped there will forever be a part of the rich and blessed history of Bosque County’s 
oldest continuous church congregation. 

Presbyterian Place, 1998, before 
the pear trees were removed. 



Church Welcomes Schofield as New Pastor 
(Press Release written 2004) 

Clifton’s First Presbyterian Church welcomed a new pastor, Clinton Albert Schofield, 
during church services on Sunday, June 6. Schofield comes to Clifton from Temple, 
where he served as chaplain for Scott and White Hospital. Schofield was officially called 
to lead the local congregation on May 2, 2004. He began his duties in Clifton on June 1. 

Clifton First Presbyterian Church, the oldest continuous church congregation in Bosque 
County, has been without a called pastor since early 2003, when the Rev. Terri A. 
Matthews accepted a call as pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, Arlington. For almost a 
year, the church had pulpit supply while a Pastor Nominating Committee searched for a 
permanent called pastor. For the past seven months, the Rev. Marney Wasserman of 
Flower Mound had served as interim pastor. 

Several members of the Clifton congregation traveled to Athens on June 3 as Schofield 
was examined before Grace Presbytery as a final step towards his ministry. Ordination 
ceremonies for Schofield will be held at 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 27, at Schofield’s 
sponsoring congregation, First Presbyterian Church of Temple. Installation ceremonies 
will be conducted at the Clifton congregation at 4 p.m. on Sunday, July 11. 

Schofield was born in Jacksonville, Texas. As a child, his family moved to Cameron, 
which served as home for his extended family. His ancestors settled in Milam County in 
the late 1800s. Schofield said he comes from a long line of family farmers. Several of his 
cousins still operate family farms in the area. 

Schofield grew up in Cameron where he graduated high 
school in 1971. In 1977, he received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in horticulture from Texas A&M 
University. During his years at A&M, Schofield met Jan 
Hawkins, his wife of 25 years. Jan Schofield, an Irving 
native, graduated from Texas A&M in 1978 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in horticultural sciences. 

The Schofields settled in Temple in 1979, where they 
joined the First Presbyterian Church. Clint was employed 
by the Veterans Administration Hospital while Jan 
attended Mary Hardin Baylor, completing her Early 
Childhood Teaching certification. Jan has taught in 

Killeen and Temple. Since 1981, Clint operated Schofield 
Horticultural Consultants, a landscape design company in Temple. 

Until their move to Clifton, both Clint and Jan Schofield were elders of First Presbyterian 
Church of Temple. There, both taught all ages of Sunday school and participated in 
Junior and Senior High youth programs and choir. Clint is a May 2003 graduate of 

Rev. Clint Schofield 



Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He served for the past year as chaplain at Scott 
and White Hospital in Temple.  

The Schofields are parents of two children. Son Josh, 22, works in Temple. Daughter 
Julia, 20, is a student at Saint Edwards University in Austin, where she is majoring in 
bilingual early education. 

The Clifton congregation welcomed the Schofield family with a church picnic at the 
country home of John and Linda Bracken near Meridian on June 6th. There, the 
Schofields expressed appreciation for their warm welcome to the church and the 
community. 

Clifton’s First Presbyterian Church was established in January 1861. It is located at 
211 S. Ave G. Sunday school for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m., with Fellowship at 10:30 
a.m. Church services are held at 11 a.m. Clint Schofield may be reached at the church at 
675-8105 or by e-mail at office@fpclifton.com. 

Church Rededication June 6, 2010 
(Press Release) 

In a joyous blend of past, present, and future, Clifton’s First Presbyterian Church held a 
“Rededication Service” on Sunday, June 6th at 4 pm to mark the recent expansion of their 
church building. A capacity crowd was present for the ecumenical service which observed 
the history of Bosque County’s oldest continuous church family. The service focused on 
the future of the congregation and its role in the Clifton community. 

The service began with prelude music from church organist Ann Forbis, choir member 
Steve Watson, and 15-year-old Laine Davis, 
each of whom performed solos on piano or 
organ. The choral introit, Worthy of Worship, 
was written and directed by the Rev. Dr. Terry 
York, professor of Music and Theology at 
Baylor University, who conducted the 18-
member Chancel Choir for the special service, 
assisted by FPC choir leader Joy Williamson. 
Other special choir numbers included Alleluia, 
How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place, and Our Praise 
Awaits Him, all directed by the Rev. Dr. York. 

First Presbyterian Church Pastor Rev. Clint 
Schofield led the service and offered the welcome. Special guest was Connie Tubb, Stated 
Clerk of Grace Presbytery, who offered special thanks to the congregation on behalf of the 
larger church family. Sherrod Fielden, reigning Bosque County ‘Poet Laureate’ and a 
church elder, read a special poem written for the occasion entitled Growing by the Grace of 
God. 

From left, Rev. Dr. Thomas Allen, Rev. Clint 
Schofield, Rev. Scott Sandahl 



Assisting Rev. Schofield in the service was the Rev. Scott Sandahl, pastor of St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church of Austin. Scott and Luann Sandahl were active members of the 
Presbyterian Church and Clifton community, in the 1990s. Rev. Sandahl chronicled his 
call to become a Minster of the Word and Sacrament to his days at First Presbyterian, 
Clifton. The Sandahl’s both served as church elders in Clifton and led the Youth Group 
while raising their children. “While many churches are closing their doors, your church is 
growing and prospering,” noted the Rev. Sandahl. “You should be commended for your 
efforts.” 

The rededication message was brought by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Allen, retired Presbyterian 
pastor of Temple. Rev. Allen’s sermon was titled Making Space. Rev. Allen spoke of the 
history of First Presbyterian Church, Clifton, which will observe its 150th anniversary in 
January 2011. 

“Your church history is amazing,” commented Rev. Allen. “Your church was organized in 
1861, you have survived a Civil War, a charter member being killed in an Indian raid, two 
World Wars, the Great Depression, picking cotton to pay the pastor, and a membership 
as small as three people. And yet you are still here and growing and making space for 
those to come.” 

“But making space isn’t only about the physical church growth,” Rev. Allen said.  
“Making space is for those who don’t even know God yet…maybe not even born yet. We 
need to make space for Jesus. We need to make space for others.” 

Following the service, a reception was held in the new Fellowship Hall of the church. For 
more information about First Presbyterian Church, Clifton, please call (254) 675-8105. 

Members and friends of the Chancel Choir. From left, front row: Joy Williamson, Chanda Robertson, Karen 
Thomasy, Debra Embry, Caroline Upchurch, Jan Schofield. Second row: Rev. Dr. Terry York, Saranne 

(Punky) Penberthy, Karen Atkins, Judy Blue, Gailyn Volcansek. Back row: Tom Podlucky, George Larson, 
Shayne Embry, Ed Williamson, Martin Grelle, Steve Watson, John Upchurch. 
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