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Service for the Lord’s Day 

March 19, 2023 

11:00 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Whether you are visiting just for today or seeking a church home, we are glad you are here! 
We invite all worshipers to record your presence with us by signing the blue folders found in the pews.  

 

Gathering in Prayer   

   

Prelude                                      “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                             Clara H. Scott              
                                                                    
Greeting 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Prayer of the Morning 
Gracious God, in order that the children of earth might discern good from evil you sent 
your Son to be the light of the world. As Christ shines upon us, may we learn what pleases 
you, and live in all truth and goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                                  
                                                                                    

                              Gathering Around the Word 

 
 

 
    

 Choral Introit                                   “Healing Grace”                                     G. Sadler and J. Chisum 
                                
                                                                                                                                                                             
+Call to Worship           
  Leader:  We come to sanctify ourselves. 
  People: We come seeking to be worthy of our call. 
  Leader:  The Lord looks not at our outward selves, 
  People : but seeks to know what is in our hearts. 
  Leader:  Let us learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 
        All:  that we might live as children of the Most High. 
 
       
 

 

+Prayer of Adoration 
 
 

 

+Hymn of Adoration                      “Arise Your Light is Come”                                                       #411 
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+Prayer of Confession  
 God of compassion and mercy, we sometimes fail to see what you are doing in 
the world. We want you to act in ways we predict, but we forget: you do what is good, not 
what is expected. Forgive us when we do not recognize your miracles. Forgive us when 
we doubt the wisdom of your actions. Most of all, forgive us when we do not respond to 
your call, ignoring what we need to do to show the world your love and grace. Amen.

                       (A moment of silent prayer for personal confessions.)  
 
 

+Kyrie Eleison Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 

+Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Jesus restores our souls and leads us in right paths for his name’s sake.                                          

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives, and we will                           
dwell in the house of the Lord our whole lives long.  

 
 

+Gloria Patri  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
   World without end. Amen, Amen. 
     
 

                          Proclaiming the Word 
 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
 
Special Anthem           “Embrace the Cross and I am Crucified with Christ”                    John Elliot  
                Solo: Karen Thomasy with Charlie Fry                                     
 

                                               
The Psalm                    Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.         
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.                                                                               
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over.                                                                                                         
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 
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The Old Testament   1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
  People: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle   Ephesians 5:8-14 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
  People: Thanks be to God 
 

Meditation                                          “Cares Chorus”                                                              Kelly Willard 
                                                                                  
 

The Gospel               John 9:1-41 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
  People: Thanks be to God 
  
  

 Sermon                                                 “What We Don’t See”                                  Rev. Clint Schofield 
 

                        Responding to the Word 
 
 

+Hymn                                     “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”                                             #172 

                                               
 
+Affirmation of Faith                                                                                         Confession of 1967  
 

 The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind.                   
His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for women and men 
when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s               
forgiveness to all, moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and                      
initiates the new life in Christ.  
                                                                                                                             

Prayers of the People of God and the Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; 
                           and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
                           And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
Congregational Response 
   Hear our prayer, O Lord, 
   Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
   Incline thine ear to us,                                                                                                          
              And grant us thy peace. Amen.    
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                Bearing and Following the Word into the World 

 
 
+Hymn                                                    “There is a Redeemer”                                                           insert 
 
 
 

+Commissioning 
              Leader: God has drawn us out of the shadows of shame. 
   In the brightness of God’s love, we are transformed. 
    People: We see much that we had not seen before. 
   We have glimpsed others from God’s point of view. 
    Leader: God has challenged the way we label others. 
   We are invited to learn from them, not judge them. 
    People: Not all disciples of Jesus are like us. 
   Yet all of us are welcomed by God. 
    Leader: God will lead us daily by still waters. 
   We will be guided along the right paths. 
    All:      God restores our souls and keeps us from evil. 
   We can count on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
                                                                                    
 

Benediction   
 
 
 
 
+Benediction Response                  “Just as I Am, Without One Plea”                                          #370 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                      
  
 

Postlude                                     “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”                   USA folk melody 

       
 
 
         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
+Please stand, if you are able 
 
 
 
 
               

Grant, O Lord, 
that what has been said with our lips we may believe in our hearts, 
and that what we believe in our hearts we may practice in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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