
Service for the Lord’s Day 

December 11, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Whether you are visiting just for today or seeking a church home, we are glad you are here! 
We invite all worshipers to record your presence with us by signing the blue folders found in the pews.  

 

Gathering in Prayer       

 

 

  

Prelude                                                   “Gesu Bambino”                                                         Insert  
                                                                     Duet by G’Ann and Punky Penberthy 
 

Greeting 
 
 

 
 

Announcements 

 
Prayer of the Morning 
Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you, now prepare the world for 
your rule. Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall end, and your children 
may live in peace, honoring one another with justice and love; through Jesus Christ, who 
lives in power with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.       
                                                                                                                 

                              Gathering Around the Word 
 

     

 Congregational Introit             “Come Thou Long Expected”                                                   #2          
 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                              
+Advent Call to Worship  
                     Leader:  Into the dry and desolate places of our lives, God  
     brings salvation. 
   People: The desert rejoices and blossoms, the wilderness 

     teems with life. 
   Leader:  Sorrow and sighing will flee: 
           All: let us come into God’s presence with singing! 
 
                                                                                                                       

+Prayer of Adoration 
 

 

+Hymn of Adoration                            “Prepare the Way”                                                                #13            
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+Prayer of Confession  
Magnificent God, it is easy to rejoice at the wilderness bursting into bloom and the 
hungry being filled with good things. We may not want the powerful to be brought 
down or the rich to be sent away empty. We know that sometimes, we are the pow-
erful. Sometimes, we are the rich. Sometimes we are the ones with privilege, ignor-
ing and harming those you would lift up. Forgive us, humble us, and refocus us, 
that we may follow your way of life and truth. Amen.                                                                                                                       

               (A moment of silent prayer for personal confessions.)  
 
 
 

 

+Kyrie Eleison Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 
 

+Declaration of Forgiveness 
 There is nothing and no one that is too far gone for God to redeem. There is no 

land too parched that God cannot make streams of living water flow. Beloved,      
we are forgiven! Alleluia! Thanks be to God!  

 
 

+Gloria Patri  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
   World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 

                     Proclaiming the Word 
 

 
 

Prayer for Illumination    
 
                                                                         
The Psalm              Psalm 146:5-10 
Leader:  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! Whose hope is in the 
    Lord their God;          
People: who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps 
    faith forever;  
Leader: who gives to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
People: The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;  
    The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;  
Leader:   the LORD loves the righteous and cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains  
    the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 All:  The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
    Hallelujah! 
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The Old Testament                  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
   People: Thanks be to God 
 

Meditation                                       “One Small Child”                                                     David Meece                                    
 
The Epistle    James 5:7-10 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
  People: Thanks be to God 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           
The Gospel                           Matthew 11:2-11 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
  People: Thanks be to God 
 

 

Sermon                                                   “Abundance”                                       Rev. Clint Schofield 
 

                         Responding to the Word 

 

Hymn                                                      “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                      #36 
                                                                                                                     

+Affirmation of Faith         The Scots Confession, Chapter one                                       The Book of Confessions 

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone 
we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is 
eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance 
and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we 
confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been creat-
ed, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence 
for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the man-
ifestation of his own glory. Amen. 

                                                Sealing of the Word             

Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 The Great Thanksgiving: 
  Leader: The Lord be with you. 
  People: And also with you. 
  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
  People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People: It is truly right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Words of Institution  

 The Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
         come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive                 
         our debtors; And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.                                        
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 Breaking of the Bread 
 
Communion of the People                                                                                                         

  
Communion Music               “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                       Marty Haugen                               
                                                         “Blest Be the God of Israel”                                    Hal Hopson 

                   “Love Has Come”                                            Eric Myers 
                               
Communion Prayer 
  

     

  Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
 
 

  
+Hymn                                                   “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                                         #38 
 
       

 
   
 

Benediction       
 
                                                                                                                                                       
+Benediction Response                    “O Come, Little Children”                                             vs 1&2 

                                                         O come, little children, oh, come, one and all, 
                                              To Bethlehem’s stable, in Bethlehem’s stall,                                                  
                      And see with rejoicing this glorious sight,                                                                 
                      Our Father in heaven has sent us this night. 
 
                                              He’s born in a stable for you and for me, 
          Draw near by the bright gleaming Starlight to see, 
          In swaddling clothes lying so meek an so mild, 
          And purer than angles the heavenly child. 
        

                                      
     

Postlude                               “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”                     Ralph Williams                                      
                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
+Please stand, if you are able 

 

 

 
 

Grant, O Lord, 
that what has been said with our lips we may believe in our hearts, 
and that what we believe in our hearts we may practice in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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